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Fresh air and free from crowds –
a “Lost Sierra” marvel
Visit us at GrizzlyRanchLiving.com

A Message From Our Newsletter Committee
by the Newsletter Committee
A very Happy Thanksgiving to all our Grizzly Ranch
families. We are especially thankful this year for our
firefighters and first responders who helped keep Grizzly
Ranch and our surrounding area safe from wildfires this
past summer. We wish you and your families a day of
sharing fond memories and creating new ones, counting
your blessings, and enjoying a Thanksgiving feast!
In the spirit of giving thanks, we don’t have too far to
look. Our Community Giving webpage highlights four
different organizations sponsored by GR Members that
give back to our community. Our dedicated GR members
established and orchestrated community giving programs
such as GRACE, Firewise, 1Life Fully Lived. Other giving
is focused on supporting the City of Portola. In addition
to these organizations, Grizzly Ranch Golf has raised
funds for our troops, schools, and the Beckwourth Fire
Department to mention a few. Please look and consider
supporting an organization. Here’s a special thanks to
those who do so much for so many!
On Friday, Dec. 3, the Lost Sierra Chamber of
Commerce is hosting the Christmas in Old Town Portola
with a light parade, tree lighting, an open-air market with
vendors, and other fun activities planned. A big focus of
this event will be Santa and Mrs. Claus handing out goody

bags, with a “golden ticket”, giving children access to a
special gift. The goal is to give fifty children a gift. If you
wish to contribute, a toy of $25.00 value may be given,
or tax-deductible donations can be made to:
The Lost Sierra Foundation (501c3)
Tax I.D. # 84-4169192
P.O. Box 1043 Blairsden, CA 96103
T: 530-836-6811
E: thelostsierrachamber@gmail.com

GrizzlyRanchLiving.com received various enhancements
over the past few months in addition to the new
Community Giving webpage. The website footer now
shows an air quality meter and daily temperature
reading; community newsletters are posted; five live
webcams can be viewed now too, and the Golf webpages
highlight our latest and greatest Golf Digest rankings!
GR Golf Course ranked in the top 100 out of over
11,000 public courses in the United States, putting
the course at #9 in California alongside some very
prestigious courses.
Lastly, our thanks go to our dedicated and creative
Newsletter and Website committee members, Kathy
Roberts, Kathleen Schonder, and Sandy Sailer.

A Thanksgiving Message
from Mark Roberts, GRA President
I would like to take a moment to thank all my fellow board members and everyone who
stepped up to make Grizzly Ranch such a special place for all to enjoy. The Board would
like to wish all our property owners and employees of Grizzly Ranch and your families a
Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, a wonderful holiday season,
and a Happy New Year as we move forward into 2022. On January 7, 2022, try to make
our first meeting and find out who our new Treasurer and fellow Board member will be!

Remembering and Sharing Our Thankfulness for
Having Known Sandy Padilla and Denise Hanley
by Mike Baty, Golf Course Superintendent
Let us pause this season in loving memory of our Grizzly
Ranch family member and friend, Sandy Padilla who
unexpectedly passed away of heart failure on May 3,
2021. Sandy started her golf career in Plumas County
over thirty years ago and worked at Grizzly Ranch since
2005. She absolutely loved working here, and it showed.
She wanted perfection in her work and strived hard to
get it. For example, she and I would banter back and
forth about how best to mow the fairway mow lines on
hole #15. After weeks of driving each other crazy, we
were both satisfied with the results, so I’ve dedicated
hole #15 in her memory. A sign with her name on it
stands today by the tee boxes. Sandy was an incredible
human being, the hardest worker I’ve known, and a
special friend. She continues to be missed by those who
knew her.

Sandy Padilla

On September 17, 2021, Sandy’s dear friend and
our fellow employee, Denise Hanley passed away of
complications from Covid-19. Denise was in her second
year working at Grizzly Ranch, and she was so full of life
and was a joy to be around. Sandy trained Denise, so
Denise quickly became a great addition to our Grizzly
Ranch working family.
Both ladies were kind, loving, and such a joy. We miss
them every day. God bless them both, and may they
rest in peace.

Denise Hanley

Mountain Homecoming
by MaryBeth Limpert
The 2021 Mountain Homecoming was a huge success,
but it was no small task given the challenges this summer.
With COVID-19 restrictions on indoor dining, we planned
to have the event outdoors at the Lake House although
knowing there was the uncertainty of the movement of
smoke from the Dixie and Beckwourth Complex fires.
Everything collided on August 7. That morning we had the
worst air quality index of the summer; eighty-eight people
were expected for dinner; an entertainer was coming from
South Lake Tahoe; a caterer was already preparing the
meals, and a golf tournament was ready to roll!
The golf tournament was cancelled, and sadly about a
quarter of our members either left early, or they didn’t
come to town for the festivities. The caterer prepared
meals to go for those who chose to enjoy their food at
home.
Thanks to the efforts of Roz and Cheyenne at the Lake
House along with Caleb, Sam, and Tyler from the Golf

Shop, Rob Thayer, and Mark Roberts, furniture
				
was arranged, tables were set, and those members
who remained, well, they were ready to party!
Kudos to Gina from Cuccia’s who quickly changed
plans from an outdoor buffet to indoor table
service for all three courses. She also provided a
delicious appetizer buffet to accompany the wines
donated by member Rob Morse.
The committee greatly appreciated members’
patience and support, as we addressed the
constant changes and challenges. That day
demonstrated our Grizzly Ranch community at
its best.

On behalf of the GR Association, here’s a big
thanks to the Homecoming Committee led by
MaryBeth Limpert along with Melissa Pennington
and Sande Thayer. Their hard work, along with
their willingness and ability to adapt to the
constant changes, made for a fun time for all
who participated.

Greetings
from Grizzly
Ranch Golf
Club
by Samuel Bonnett, Head Golf
Professional
Greetings and Happy Thanksgiving
from Grizzly Ranch Golf Club!
We are proud to announce that
Grizzly Ranch Golf Course was
included on the 2021 Golf Digest
list of the 100 greatest public
courses in the United States out of
over 11,000. The ranking is a great
achievement, and we’re honored to
have Grizzly Ranch ranked so high
not just statewide or regionally, but
nationally! This is a tremendous
accomplishment, and it will and has
already exposed new people to the
many things that Grizzly Ranch has
to offer for golfing, living, socializing,
recreating, and so much more.
We had another great 2021
golf season highlighted by our
fundraising tournaments. In June,
with help from community partners,
we raised $14,869.11 for our local
elementary school,

C. Roy Carmichael. In September,
our annual Tee It Up for the Troops
event raised $11,250, of which,
$8,000 will help veterans who lost
their homes in the recent fires.
In October, the golf club hosted
its 2nd Annual Impossible Open,
which raised $7,340 for the
Beckwourth Fire District to
upgrade and buy new equipment.
Thank you everyone for the great
job; we couldn’t have done it
without you!
The Golf Club faced numerous
challenges the last two seasons,
and the staff and I are proud to
say that we continued to succeed
despite the adversity. The 2021 fire
season started early and posed an
immediate threat to our homes,
businesses, and community. We
were fortunate that we were spared
any damage and are truly grateful
to the firefighters who kept our
area safe. We will continue to work
with the Firewise committee to

enhance the beauty and playability
of GR while at the same time
reducing dangerous under fire fuels
and vegetation around the course.
A great deal of effort was put forth
by our members, homeowners,
golf staff, and marketing partners
to inform people about the golfing
conditions at Grizzly Ranch. Thank
you to everyone in the community
for helping make Grizzly Ranch golf
a success in 2021.
As we trend back to normal in
2022, we plan to schedule more
member events such as wine
tastings, showcase events (Member/
Guest, Mountain Homecoming,
etc.) twilights, clinics, and night golf.
Seven competitors participated in
the Club Championship this year,
and we hope to see many more next
year! Digby Preston won the Gross
Championship with a two-day of
score of 159. Tim Rigney won the
Net Championship with a two-day
total of 145. Well done gentlemen!
And, remember to buy a GR
Golf Club Gift Certificate or
two for family and friends! Visit
GrizzlyRanch.Shop or call the Golf
Shop at (530) 832-4200.
Have a great winter and Happy
Holidays from our families to yours!

Firewise Update
by John Reynolds and Sandy Sailer
What a year it has been! Fire season doesn’t usually start
until August with thunderstorms as the main culprit but
this year started a bit earlier. It was a challenging Fire
Season with the Beckwourth fire and then the Dixie Fire
making a presence close to Grizzly Ranch. Challenging as
it was, we can all be grateful that our community survived
unscathed and we did not have to evacuate.
We truly have so much to be thankful for starting with the
Firewise Committee! They continue to work at keeping
our community safe and to maintain our “Firewise -In
Good Standing” status. To keep this status, they must
report our “wildfire risk reduction activities” for the
year to the Firewise USA organization. The following
highlights helped to meet the educational and hazardous
mitigation activities that are required each year:
•

•

•

246 hours were spent by community members
doing hazardous fuel mitigation, home hardening or
evacuation planning activities. Last year we reported
177 hours.
$19,300 was spent by community members paying
to have hazardous fuel removed and home hardening
improvements done to their homes. Last year we
reported $7,700.
We conducted a community clean up event with 14
members removing saplings and ladder fuels from
open space and street right-of-ways.

THANK YOU TO ALL THAT PARTICIPATED AND
HELPED TO CONTINUE OUR FIREWISE STATUS!
A big THANK YOU to all the firefighters, local and those
who have traveled to our area, for the endless hours
of protecting our community during this challenging
fire season. To help express our gratitude, the Firewise
Committee conducted a raffle, in partnership with the
GR Golf Course’s “Impossible Open Golf Tournament”

held in October, with the proceeds going to the
Beckwourth Fire Department. The committee
solicited prizes for the raffle which included gift
certificates to local restaurants, a foursome golf round
at GRGC and bottles of wine donated by residents.
It was a huge success! The total amount raised was
in excess of $7,000 from the tournament which
includes approximately $2,000 from the Firewise
raffle and provides much needed help to our volunteer
fire department! Thank you to all who played in the
tournament, donated raffle prizes or gave
monetary gifts!
Other exciting news from Firewise :
• In September Cal Fire awarded a $5.7 million
dollar Wildfire Prevention Grant to Plumas
County Fire Safe Council for treatment of 3300
acres of Eastern Plumas County. Professional
foresters will begin evaluating properties located
within the community this coming Spring
and work should begin next Fall. This work, in
addition to other nearby properties, will make our
community much more fire resilient.
•

The Plumas County Fire Safe Council is trying
to develop a county wide solution for the green
waste (pine needles, sapling and brush) that
creates hazardous fuel in our communities.
Their Biomass (Green Waste) Working Group
is collecting responses from Plumas County
residents regarding green waste disposal needs.
The survey should take less than 5 minutes to
complete and your response would be greatly
appreciated. The survey can be found here.

If you have questions, concerns or comments for the
Firewise committee, please feel free to email them at
grizzlyranchfirewise@gmail.com

Portola Mining
Project
It has been about six months since Plumas Sierra
Partners purchased the property at 77413 Meadow
Way from Hat Creek Construction and blocked the
development of the proposed Portola Aggregates
mine.
When we purchased the property, we knew very
little about what we were getting into. Community
input and discussions with representatives from the
Feather River Land Trust (FRLT) suggested that
property had potential as a conservation easement,
but that’s about all we knew.
We have been spending time getting to know the
property and looking into potential uses with the help
of friends and neighbors.
We are very thankful that the property survived
the Dixie Fire and fortunately, the Meadow Way
property was included in the $5.7 million CAL FIRE
grant application for the “Eastern Plumas Wildfire
Protection Project” submitted by the Firesafe
Council with the support of the City of Portola. We
were very pleased to learn that the mine property
will be included as part of the grant which has been
approved. As a result, the forested areas of the
715-acre Meadow Way property will be surveyed
by a licensed California Forester and a plan will be
developed to at a minimum treat the property to
mitigate wildfire risk from over-crowding of trees,
reduce surface brush, and minimize wildfire risk to
adjacent properties. We expect to have a plan in
place so the work on the property will be completed
next spring.
In addition, discussions are ongoing with FRLT to
develop a plan for future use of the property which
may include a conservation easement and a cultural
easement.
The next steps are going to be complicated and
slow. We are working with Plumas County to come
to terms on a bond we need to pay to ensure that
reclamation of the mine site will be adequate to
restore the property to close to its natural condition

prior to the Carmichael mining activity.
In addition, the property is an agricultural preserve, so
allowed uses are limited.
Many ideas have been floated for use of the property,
the most popular of which are the following:
• Hiking, walking, running, corss-country skiing and
snowshoeing trails.
• “Destinations”, including a picnic area and hike-in
camp sites.
• Mountain bike trails, in particular if we can find a
right-of-way to link to Lake Davis.
• An event stage for low noise events, such as plays
and outdoor education in conjunction with local
schools.
• Investigation of traditional and emerging concepts
in forest management to mitigate climate change
induced stress on mixed conifer forests.
• A solar collection array.
• A solar greenhouse.
• An ice-skating rink.
Many of these ideas will require outside investment/
input to develop and a mechanism to pay for ongoing
maintenance.
We are only at the brainstorming stage but would be
happy to hear your input on these and other ideas.
We appreciate all of the support that the community
has shown and look forward to working with the
community to develop a long-term sustaining vision for
the property that is beneficial to the community.
Send your ideas to:
Linda and Ray
Plumas Sierra Partners, LLC
plumassierrapartners@gmail.com

Grizzly Ranch
Community Services
District
by Jim Miller
Even throughout the drought season, the CSD’s water
wells performed well. During the height of the fire
threat, Grizzly Ranch CSD did communicate with
officials and offered availability of water resources
if needed.
We are seeing dividends on the waste-water reclamation
project by not having to payout for vault-and-haul
waste.
On August 14, the Grizzly Ranch CSD held a hearing
to consider any objections to the proposed water usage
fees. Since not a single objection was filed, the Board
unanimously passed Resolution 2021.02 and began
charging for water usage effective September 1, 2021.
As a cost saving measure, all invoicing/billing will be
done in house, and we will be making changes to improve

Grizzly Ranch Internet
Committee
by Marty Greenstein, Committee Chair, and Bill
Desjardin, Committee Member
In the July 2, 2021 newsletter, we reported on
investigations and potential actions being taken by the
Board and a group of interested and knowledgeable GR
owners toward options for improved high speed internet
service. That report can be seen at pages 14-16 of the
newsletter, and now we’re providing a further update.
Plumas Sierra Telecom (PST) Fiber Optic
As explained in the earlier report, conduit is installed
at Grizzly Ranch, but its condition is unknown. We

efficiency, so we request your patience going forward.
The Board is presently considering the implementation
of a policy that would prevent merged lots from being
considered as a single lot with one standby fee, instead
of paying standby fees for each original individual lot.
It is the Board’s position that allowing merged lots
to pay a single standby fee could jeopardize not only
the financial stability of the CSD but would unfairly
allow merged lot owners to be subsidized by single lot
owners in the district, which is contrary to California
Government Code 54984. Ballots will be mailed
to every lot owner in the district, and we encourage
everyone to participate in this election by returning
the ballot.
The CSD would like to thank Bob Coler for his
considerable efforts in the completion of the usage
rate study and the formulation of initial usage fees.
Since Bob has moved to Southern California, he
has retired as the Grizzly Ranch CSD treasurer. Bill
Desjardin has filled the position and brings a great deal
of experience having served as an Association Board
Member and Treasurer as well as having been a member
of the grassroots committee that initiated local CSD
governance. Bill is well versed in the functioning of
both organizations.

had agreed to fund a modest project to examine
the status of the conduit and determine the cost
to repair/upgrade it. Because of various other PST
commitments, they were unable to start the conduit
project when we had hoped, and the delay brought us
into the wildfire season - a record-breaking string of
fires that diverted all available personnel and resources
pushing our internet project to a very distant back
bench. We will continue to pursue this option, but
realistically there is unlikely to be any significant
progress on the PST Fiber Optic option in the
immediate future.
SpaceX Starlink Satellite Service
We had earlier reported that Elon Musk’s Starlink
project would be coming to Portola, likely in midlate 2021. Our prior report explained in detail the
workings of the system. Starlink continued to launch its
satellites - 1,740 launched as of Sept. 14, 2021. SpaceX

announced in mid-September that it had decided
to hold off on additional Starlink Satellite launches
until they are ready to deploy a new satellite design
equipped with laser inter-connects. One source
indicated this could delay additional launches to
early 2023. Reports from existing Starlink users in
the Truckee area continue to be generally positive,
and the system remains a very promising option, at
least for those that have receivers. However, also
impacting new users, the world-wide computer chip
shortage (which is affecting automobile deliveries
and virtually all electronic projects) has affected
the availability of the home receivers, and very few
are being delivered to our area. This will hopefully
change in the coming year, but global chip shortage is
having an impact everywhere. The next version of the
Starlink receiver is anticipated to ship later this year,
and due to its design, it will not be as impacted by the
shortage. In fact, it might even be available now if not
for the delay in equipment used to build it (due to
parts shortages).

Verizon 5G Home Internet
In our prior report we discussed a cost-effective
($50/month) home internet wireless router from
T-Mobile, which offered a very attractive option
to those with decent line of sight to a T-Mobile
tower. Since then, Verizon has come out with a
very comparable system, essentially with the same
pricing and specs, for those who have decent line
of sight service to a Verizon tower. It offers 5G
speeds if available or an automatic dropdown to 4G.
This offers another alternative worth exploring. As
with T-Mobile, Verizon service is month-to-month,
with no upfront equipment costs, so Grizzly Ranch
residents unsure of the Verizon service can acquire
a unit and return it within a month either paying
for only one month or explaining that the system is
viable in your location and asking them to waive even
the 1-month charge.
www.verizon.com/home/lte-home-internet/
www.verizon.com/support/5g-home-faqs/

Grizzly Ranch
Conservancy
by Donna Lindquist
The Grizzly Ranch Conservancy is a non-profit
501(C) 3 which was formed in 2004 to comply with
development permits required by the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers. The permits required the formation of an
independent entity to preserve and protect open space
from development within Grizzly Ranch. Open space
includes 236-acres of sensitive habitat for critters and
plants, wildlife corridors, and riparian areas along Big
Grizzly Creek which the Conservancy is responsible
to maintain into perpetuity. The Conservancy also has
the responsibility to maintain conservation easements
on 55-acres of wetland habitat to comply with federal
permits and to provide environmental education
opportunities for Grizzly Ranch owners and local
schools.
Over five miles of hiking trails have been built within
Grizzly Ranch that connect the community to a vast
network of trails on surrounding public lands. Trails

provide for hiking, walking and running leading to a broad
array of recreational activities and opportunities to enjoy
the peace and beauty of the Lost Sierra.
Learn more about the Conservancy’s background,
projects, and activities at GrizzlyRanchConservancy.com.
The Conservancy’s Board of Directors meet in March and
November each year, and interested residents are invited
to join.
Your ideas and enthusiasm are valued and welcome.
Contact Executive Director, Donna Lindquist for more
information and/or how to become involved with the
Conservancy at donnal@psln.com.

Real Estate Update
(Oct. 20, 2021)
by Ron Hemig, Sierra Sotheby’s International Realty
This year has been a tale of two cities with a steady improvement in the Eastern Plumas County home and lot markets for
the first half of 2021. This period was followed by an abrupt change in early summer, obviously correlating with the smoke
and wildfire threats throughout Plumas County. Buyers pulled back, and in many cases moved on, as more than half of
Plumas National Forest burned. A few buyers have returned and are circling the area. The “Lost Sierra” will recover; it’s
just a matter of time.
Here are some statistics specific to the Grizzly Ranch market.

Grizzly Ranch Homesites
•
•
•

Twenty-eight Grizzly Ranch homesites sold in
the first half of 2021 with prices ranging up to
$64,000.
The average 2021 homesite sales price is $38,000
with the large majority of them closing under
$25,000.
Current list prices generally run in the $20,000 to
$30,000 range, topping out at $78,000.

Grizzly Ranch Homes
•
•
•
•

Eight residential sales occurred in 2021 with the
last home closing occurring on July 30.
Home sale prices range from $565,000 to
$1,384,000.
The average 2021 sold price/foot is $300/ft with
the highest sold price/foot at $$360/ft. which is a
definite improvement.
5 homes are currently listed in Grizzly Ranch,
ranging from $799,000 to $1,650,000.

Events and Winter
“Things To Do”
by Kathy Roberts
“Christmas in Old Town” Portola
Enjoy an evening with the “Renegade Parade”, open air
market, tree lighting, bonfire and caroling!
Event Date: December 3, 2021; 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Corner of Gulling Street and 3rd Avenue, Portola
Graeagle Holiday Festival
Merchant open houses, carriage rides, Santa, bonfire,
live music.
Event Date: Saturday, December 4, 1 p.m. -5 p.m.
Downtown Graeagle, Graeagle, CA 96103
Quincy Sparkle & Light Parade
Go to downtown Quincy for holiday fun. Enjoy the singing,
dancing, light parade and late-night shopping, dining, and
all-around festivities!
Event Date: December 3, 2021; 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Downtown Quincy, Main Street
IN THE SNOW ACTIVITIES
Snowshoeing, Cross-country Skiing and Sledding
At Grizzly Ranch
Grizzly Ranch is a beautiful place to snowshoe on a sunny
winter day after a good snowfall. Residents can access the
connecting road trail from the top of Grizzly Ranch Rd.
south enabling them to snowshoe over to Grizzly Ranch Rd.
north. Or start in the opposite direction. The 1-mile trail of
rolling terrain has views of the sparkling snow-covered golf
course and the peaks surrounding Grizzly Ranch.
As members know, the Grizzly Ranch Golf Club is a separate
entity from GR Association. The Club management has
graciously allowed Grizzly Ranch members access to
their facility for some winter activities while setting some
boundaries to protect the grass under the snow. Snow that
is compressed by winter activities can damage golf course
greens. Please respect the following rules in place when
using the facility: Residents can use the golf cart paths for
cross-country skiing and snowshoeing. Sledding can take
place on the driving range hill. Park at the Outpost; walk up
the road between the cart path and the Outpost to the top
of the hill.

At Lake Davis
Enjoy snow-covered hiking trails at Lake Davis which are
accessible at multiple points along the east side of the lake
for cross-country skiers or snowshoers. Lake Davis is only
5 miles north of Grizzly Ranch on Grizzly Rd. When the
road on the east side of the lake gets plowed, there are
several cutouts for parking and accessing the trails. See
the map on the forest service website for the full 7-mile
trail at the Lake. The trail is mostly flat with views of Lake
Davis and Smith Peak.
In Truckee
For groomed cross-country ski trails, you can visit the
Tahoe Donner cross country ski center just outside of
Truckee. Ski passes are sold at the Alder Creek Adventure
Center.
Alpine Skiing and Snowboarding
World-class ski resorts and smaller local resorts are located
an approximate one-hour drive from Grizzly Ranch. Ski
and Snowboard at NorthStar, Palisades Tahoe (formerly
Squaw Valley)/Alpine Meadows, Sugar Bowl, Boreal,
Homewood, Tahoe Donner.
Longboard races
Longboard races are held at the Johnsville Historic Ski
Bowl at noon on the third Sunday of January, February
and March, depending on snow conditions. The Longboard
races are a historical re-enactment of 1860’s era ski racing
in the Lost Sierra. Racers ski on 9-foot to 16-foot long,
hand-crafted wooden skis wearing historic attire while
fans cheer them on from the side of the ski hill. Food and
beverages are available at the races See the Plumas Ski
Club website for details.

Please do not use the ponds for any winter activities.
Photo by Chris Coughlin

PORTOLA
Friday, December 3, 2021 3 to 7 p.m.
Renegade Light Parade: starts at 5:30p.m. Corner of Gulling St. & 3rd Ave
Staging at 4:30 p.m.

OPEN AIR MARKET 3 - 7
Tree Lighting: directly following the parade 6:15 p.m.
Santa: will be passing out goodies and "Golden Tickets"
to children after the parade.

Join us and ring in the season with songs and celebration!
Enjoy Renegade Light Parade a bonfire, food, beverages,
prize drawings and an old fashioned outdoor holiday craft fair.
Generously Sponsored by
Merchants, Businesses and Community Supporters
Lost Sierra Chamber of Commerce,
The City of Portola

Seasonal Reno
Recommendations
by Kathleen Schonder

I know it is difficult to leave the natural wooded
wonderland and serenity of Grizzly Ranch but I
also know that, especially the permanent residents
of Grizzly Ranch, it is necessary to drive to Reno
often for any number of reasons. So I thought I
would just share with you some recommendations
for your Christmas shopping, eating, and a few
more highlights from recent experiences Bud and I
have shared.
We were invited to The Grand Opening of a very
beautiful Spa in the new Rancharrah Development
of Reno called Dolce Vita.
So, if you are looking to nurture yourself or a
special someone in your life I would think that a
gift card from the spa would make an outstanding
gift! Not only did we think that the spa was
beautiful but the Rancharrah development,
although not yet fully completed, is a real treat. It
now has some great restaurants, a whiskey bar, and
shopping opportunities, plus a few surprises. We
tried the Mari Chuy’s Mexican kitchen restaurant
in the plaza near the spa. The ambiance was
delightful and the food and margaritas excellent.
For other restaurant recommendations, you might
like to try we recently went back to the Wild
River Grill Downtown Reno and enjoyed excellent
meals all around. I would recommend The Trout
Amandine. One of the all time favorite restaurants
for Locals (and locally owned) is The Grill on the
corner of McCarran and Sierra Rose. They have
a wide variety of food options and traditionally
has enjoyed a great reputation as a good dining
choice. Just tried Lulou’s restaurant after a long
hiatus. Be prepared to spend upward of $50 for
your entree. Excellent cuisine but very spendy! It’s
current online menu does not reflect the current
prices. With Christmas fast approaching here are
a few other shopping recommendations for some
of our local local business owners in addition to
the new spa. So many business owners have gone

out of business due to the pandemic so it is always good if
we can shop locally if possible. For travel items there is a
wonderful store in the Plumbgate shopping center called
Way to Go Travel. Since many of us are eager to travel
again after these last couple of years it would be a great
place to shop for your next trip or to gift someone who
will be traveling. Can be a bit spendy for certain items
but the quality is there. Also in the same shopping center
is our local butcher. Check out Butcher Boy Meats. You
can even lunch at Napa Sonoma in the same shopping
center or wander across the street to the wonderful Stone
House Cafe. Another wonderful gift idea might be from
the cooking school in Reno. They have a variety of classes
which would make a fun gift for those who love to cook, or
are aspiring to cook OR for those YOU want to cook for
YOU!! It is called Nothing To It and would make a great
gift or also fun if you got a group together for a class! They
have a wonderful culinary shop where you can purchase
just about anything for your kitchen plus check out when
their restaurant is open for lunch! I know this is getting
long so I will wrap it up but not before putting in a good
word for the largest and most beautiful Rancho San Rafael
Regional Park and Arboretum located West of UNR
off Sierra Street. Wonderful walking paths, breathtaking
vistas and at this time of year the majestic fall colors are
exquisite! Also check out the Nevada Museum of Art for
lunch, exhibits and they have a wonderful
gift shop!
Wishing you a great winter and Holiday Season!

Stone House Cafe

Nevada Museum of Art

Laughter For The
Light-Hearted

Favorite Local Restaurants
by Kathy Roberts
Like most small mountain towns, restaurants hours
change just like the seasons. Winter hours may be more
limited, so be certain to contact the restaurant for hours
of operation.

Portola

Lenas Cantina 530-832-5360
www.lenascantina.com
Station Café 530-832-0720
Mountain Pizza 530-832-9791
Family Corner Restaurant 530-832-9780

Graeagle

Cuccia’s 530-836-2121
www.ilovecuccias.com
Graeagle Restaurant 530-836-2393
www.graeaglerestaurant.com
Mill Works Deli and Bakery 530-836-2828
www.graeaglemillworks.com
Have an idea, concern, or positive sentiment you’d like to share
in the next newsletter? Please email it to gpapa99@me.com,
and we’ll try to address it in the next issue.
www.GrizzlyRanchLiving.com
www.Facebook/GrizzlyRanchLiving

Blairsden

Gumbas Family Pizza 530-836-1212
www.gumbasfamily.com

Sierraville

Los Dos Hermanos 530-994-1058

