
A Message From Our Newsletter Committee 

 
April 25, 2023

Fresh air and free from crowds –  
a “Lost Sierra” marvel

Welcome to the first edition of the 2023 Grizzly Ranch Newsletter. Our goal is to communicate information 
important to Grizzly Ranch members. This edition spotlights our community including entities that support and add 
value to Grizzly Ranch. There is a special focus on giving programs, Grizzly Ranch real estate, our August Mountain 
Homecoming plans, new neighbor spotlights, along with a touch of humor and landscaping tips. As always, we 
encourage members to share any ideas that they would like included in the newsletter, and we truly appreciate the 
efforts of all who contribute. Content is provided by many residents in addition to those people on the newsletter 
team. We thank you! Now on to the message from our President Mark.

Visit us at GrizzlyRanchLiving.com

President’s Message 
By Mark Roberts 

On behalf of the Grizzly Ranch Association Board of 
Directors, I hope this newsletter finds you, family, and 
friends well. In addition, our hope is you all survived 
our record winter snowfall with minimal issues. This 
last winter definitely challenged all of us with record 
snowfall across Plumas County and California with 
some people being snowed in for days without power. 

We were all extremely challenged, but our local power 
company never lost power for us. On the bright side, the 
abundant snow made for the best ski season. I’d like to 
take this opportunity, on behalf of the Board, to extend 
our sincere appreciation to those who kept our community 
as functional as possible with about 18 feet of snowfall this 
winter. Our thanks and appreciation go out to Mike Baty, 
Director of Agronomy, and his crew who worked many 
hours in heavy snowstorms to keep our roads open. 

http://GrizzlyRanchLiving.com


I’d like to now touch on a few topics that are of 
interest to many of us at Grizzly Ranch. On February 
9, the community approved construction of the 
South Gate with a vote of 143 “yes” and 81 voting 
“no”. A contract has been established with Williams 
Construction. We expect completion of this project by 
October 1, 2023, if not sooner.

We are extremely excited by the number of initial 
home building plans that have been approved over the 
past few months by the Design Review Committee. 
We expect construction to start on 4-5 homes in the 
coming months. If so, this will be the most activity 
we’ve realized in well over a decade. Hats off to the 
DRC for making the process simpler and more friendly 
while not compromising the look and feel of Grizzly 
Ranch. 

I’m pleased to inform the community that all offices 
in the Information Center are under contract for the 
next 3 years. This should give future Boards a good 
starting point to work with ensuring these offices 
continue to generate income for the Association. 
We are excited to have Century-21 back in the 
Information Center. The CSD will be staying in its 
current office, and the Conservancy will be renting 
the small office. It’s nice to see activity around our 
Information Center and have someone available when 
guests and golfers visit.

We’ve started planning for this year’s Mountain 
Homecoming.  We’re having a pig roast with 
entertainment provided again by singer and songwriter, 
Tuck Wilson.

The Board continues to explore options for a sports 
amenity. In December, we received a quote from J&S 
Asphalt for a tennis court and two pickleball courts at 
a cost that was over $272,000 and did not include a 
number of additional necessary items. We reached out to 
J&S Asphalt for a quote for a single pickleball court as an 
alternative.

We’ve also started the planning for our Firewise Day. We’ll 
coordinate with Chief Bret Russell of Beckwourth Fire 
Department and Supervisor Paul Ithurburn of the Forest 
Service to review emergency evacuation procedures as 
well as winter weather preparations. Paul has offered to 
provide inspections of any of the homes in Grizzly Ranch. 
Members can contact Paul at 530-927-8474 to set up 
an appointment. Last, but not least, I’d like to extend our 
heartfelt thanks to John Reynolds who established and 
drove our Grizzly Ranch Firewise efforts over the past 
7+ years  making Grizzly Ranch a safer community. John 
has resigned as the leader of this Committee, but his 
contributions will be felt for years to come. 

ASSOCIATION
BOARD MEMBERS 
Mark Roberts - President   

Martin Stepina - Vice President

Laura Reis - Treasurer/Secretary

Martin Greenstein - Director at Large

George Papa - Director at Large

Grizzly Ranch Association Committees 
COMMUNICATIONS
The Communications Committee communicates the high quality of living 
that Grizzly Ranch offers through its website GrizzlyRanchLiving.com 
and provides all owners in Grizzly Ranch information of interest to the 
community through periodic newsletters.

Committee Lead: George Papa (gpapa99@me.com)
Members: Kathy Schonder, Kathy Roberts, Laura Reis, Lynn Desjardin, 
Margaret Skillicorn
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DESIGN REVIEW
The Design Review Committee reviews proposed building plans 
for conformance with Grizzly Ranch Design Review Guidelines for 
members who are building new homes or making additions or color 
changes to existing structures in Grizzly Ranch.

Committee Lead: Mark Roberts (MarkRRoberts22@gmail.com)
Members: Martin Stepina, Bryan Draper, Stephen Tange, Mike 
Marquette, Matt Williams

FINANCE
The Finance Committee oversees the Association’s reserves and 
the assets that compose the community’s infrastructure (buildings, 
furniture, golf cart bridge, roads, pond, and equipment), with 
the intent of making sound and prudent financial decisions. The 
committee invests the Association’s funds in investments that 
consist of relatively low beta factors, therefore limiting our exposure 
in the financial markets.

Committee Lead: Mark Roberts (MarkRRoberts22@gmail.com)
Members: Martin Stepina, Laura Reis, Cassidy Wicks

FIREWISE USA
The Firewise Committee ensures annual Firewise USA recognition 
by meeting USA Firewise standards within Grizzly Ranch. This 
includes development of an action plan that promotes community 
risk reduction such as the chipping program, community clean-up 
day and providing education outreach.

Committee Leads: Kathi Stepina and Kathy Roberts 
(grizzlyranchfirewise@gmail.com)
Members: Martin Stepina, Jim Miller, Sande Thayer, Mark Reis, and 
Gabrielle D’Andrea

INTERNET
The Internet Committee researches and evaluates options for 
installing and/or improving internet service in Grizzly Ranch, 
including fiber optic cable and wireless services. 

Committee Lead: Marty Greenstein (mrg@techmark.com)
Members: George Papa, Bill Desjardin, John Saefke

Grizzly Ranch Association 
Committees CAMCO 

Cassidy Wicks, Property Manager
Cassidy@CAMCOtruckee.com
530-587–3355 or 800-916-2262

Eric Wicks, Property Manager
Eric@CAMCOtruckee.com
530-587–3355 or 800-916-2262

Grizzly Ranch Golf Club (GRGC)
Caleb Olsen, General Manager
Caleb@GrizzlyRanchGolfClub.com
530-832-4200

Grizzly Ranch Community Services District 
(CSD)
GrizzlyRanchCSD.com
Larry Smith, General Manager
gmsmithgrcsd@gmail.com
918-728-4776

Grizzly Ranch Conservancy (GRC)
GrizzlyRanchConservancy.com
Donna Lindquist, Executive Director
donnaL@psln.com
530-902-12710

Firewise Committee
(See GrizzlyRanchAssociation.com)
Kathi Stepina and Kathy Roberts
GrizzlyRanchFirewise@gmail.com

Grizzly Ranch Association (GRA) 
GrizzlyRanchAssociation.com
Mark Roberts, HOA Board President
MarkRRoberts22@gmail.com
610-209-9659

Grizzly Ranch Design Review Committee (DRC)
Mark Roberts, Chairman
MarkRRoberts22@gmail.com
610-209-9659

Grizzly Ranch Entities
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LANDSCAPING
The Landscaping Committee strives to beautify the Grizzly Ranch Community and enhance the natural landscape, 
holding to Firewise guidelines and considering water conservation.

Committee Lead: George Papa (gpapa99@me.com)
Members: Julie Stringham, DeAnn Baker, Tera Saefke,Laura Reis

HIKING
The Hiking Committee oversees the upkeep of the hiking trails in Grizzly Ranch.

Committee Lead: Ed Koenig (eck3@att.net)
Members: Mark Roberts, Tom Kelly, Tim Rhode, Luke Fitzpatrick

HOMECOMING
The Mountain Homecoming Committee serves to connect the members of the Grizzly Ranch Community, 
celebrating the annual Mountain Homecoming tradition in our neighborhood.

Committee Lead: Laura Reis (Laura@reisources.com)
Members: Kathy Roberts, Becky Bolt

Mountain Homecoming, Saturday, August 5, 2023
By Laura Reis

We are in the early planning stages for Mountain Homecoming 2023, but we are already looking forward to a 
weekend of fun! 

Expect to experience some of the familiar activities as in previous years, along with a few new ideas. The annual 
golf tournament will be followed by an evening celebration. We will start off with the traditional happy hour, as we 
welcome back the sounds of Tuck Wilson.  A pig roast is being planned to be served on the lawn of the Lake House.

Prepare to reminisce, play, share stories, enjoy the beauty, and remember why you came to Grizzly Ranch and why 
you stay.

If you would like to get involved with the homecoming planning committee, we’d love to have your help! Reach out 
to Laura Reis at laura@reisources.com, or text: 925-487-5081.  
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Golf Club Update
By Sam Bonnett, Head Golf Professional

Here’s a Grizzly Ranch Golf Club 2023 Season Preview, 
and remember, Opening Day is Friday, May 5!

On behalf of myself and our entire team, we welcome 
you to Grizzly Ranch Golf Club for the 2023 season. 
Opening Day is Friday, May 5, CINCO de MAYO! 
Be sure to join the fiesta at the Lake House and enjoy 
tacos, margaritas, and ice cold cerveza after your first 
round of the 2023 season; hope to see you there!

As we patiently watch the snow melt, our excitement 
continues to build as we anticipate another successful 
season. The tee sheet is already filling in nicely. Several 
groups are returning, including the 13th Annual Linksoul 
LS2MAN on August 20 and 21; this is our most 
anticipated event of the year. The Linksoul LS2MAN 
event brings industry leaders to Grizzly Ranch Golf 
Club from all over the world. Hank Ashworth, Vice 
President of tournament sales and marketing, has 
publicly proclaimed GRGC, “The home of the LS2MAN 
franchise.” And, he added, “We’ve had our flagship 
LS2MAN Tournament at Grizzly Ranch for more than 
twelve years. We came for the beauty and the getaway 
and fell in love with the golf course. We keep coming 
back for all that and for the way we’re treated. Caleb 
Olsen, Mike Baty, Sam Bonnett, and Tyler Hensley take 
care of everything and make us feel like family.” Click 
the link to learn more about linksoul.com
In addition to being one of Golf Digest’s top 100 
courses in America, and ranked #9 California, GRGC 
has been included in the top 10 courses to play in the 
West and Hawaii. This is a tremendous accomplishment, 
and we are very proud of Mike Baty, Director of 
Agronomy, and all the staff that contribute to making 
this such a special place and a true golf destination. 
Thank you, Mike! Click here to learn more about why 
our course is ranked in the top 10 in the West 
and Hawaii. 

Are you interested in club membership? The men’s 
and women’s clubs have seen steady growth over 
the last few seasons, and we would like to introduce 
more competition to the clubs, including season-long 
aggregate competitions, match play, team games, 
skins, and others. Our goal is to have season-long 

championships in addition to the coveted Member/
Member and Club Championship. 
Membership fees for 2023 will remain the same as last 
season-Just $2,699 for a single-$5,398 for Family-or 
if you can’t play as often as you would like, we offer 
an 8-Play Pass for $949-which has a retail value of 
$1,400! Single membership includes 8 complimentary 
guest passes. The family package includes 12 guest 
passes, and children or grandchildren under the age of 17 
play for free all season long. Members receive discounts 
in the golf shop, preferred tee times and access to our 
numerous events, clinics, tournaments, and member 
twilight twice a month.

Member Twilight events in 2022 consistently had 16-20 
players, or more, which allowed us freedom of creativity 
for formats and games, and we hope to see that again 
in 2023. Member twilight events are a great perk of 
having a club membership and are some of the best 
social events GRGC has to offer, and it’s not all about 
golf. It’s about good food, great friends, and camaraderie 
amongst neighbors. Contact me with any questions 
about membership or to join the club in 2023.

As pretty as the views are when everything is covered 
in snow, I think we are all ready for it to be gone. This is 
especially true for Director of Agronomy, Mike Baty. 
Mike has been diligently monitoring drainage and snow 
removal, and he doesn’t project any issues bringing the 
course out of winter. He and his staff have tested several 
areas of turf and have not encountered any ice, just soft 
turf ready to wake up! 
We have several projects planned and ongoing in 2023. 
We will continue to manage vegetation on golf club 
property to increase playability and reduce fire danger. 
We are actively soliciting bids and proposals to repair 

https://www.grizzlyranchliving.com/golf
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cart paths, as well as implementing an asphalt cold 
patch program, in house. This will immediately address 
problem areas around our central complex as well as on 
course. There will be bunker management this season 
with an emphasis on holes 3,6,7, and 11. This includes 
the removal of impediments and the addition of new 
sand where applicable. I know most of you never hit it in 
the bunkers, but this is much needed and will improve 
the overall playability of GRGC. Work on the vault that 
houses the pumps needed to run our beautiful water 
features will continue, with the hopes that we will see 
the waterfall under the covered bridge by prime season. 

Last season the Club added Tag Marshal- on board 
GPS units- to our entire fleet of golf carts. I’ve had 
several club members inquire about having these units 
installed on their private carts. This is now an option. 
Contact Caleb Olsen for more details at caleb@
grizzlyranchgolfclub.com

We look forward to seeing everyone at the club and 
around the community in 2023!

Firewise - Save the Dates
By by Kathi Stepina and Kathy Roberts 

Grizzly Ranch Community Cleanup Day is currently scheduled for Saturday, June 10, at 8 a.m. at the intersection 
of Grizzly Ranch Road and Blue Flax Lane. Community members are encouraged to participate and help remove 
overgrown saplings, small trees, and brush from the sides of the roadway.

Please keep track of time or money that you spend on cleaning up your own property. We use that data to help 
maintain our firewise certification.  Please contact us at GrizzlyRanchFirewise@gmail.com for a form to provide the 
information.

This year’s Firewise Day will be Sunday, August 6, at 11 a.m. at the Outpost. We will start with presentations on 
defensible space, home hardening, and evacuation preparation. 

mailto:caleb%40grizzlyranchgolfclub.com?subject=
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Community Services 
District Update 
By Larry Smith, General Manager

After many years of incredible service, Jim Miller has 
recently announced his resignation from the CSD 
Board. We would like to extend our gratitude for his 
years of dedication to the CSD. Jim has served on the 
CSD Board of Directors since 2016 when Grizzly Ranch 
took over the CSD responsibilities from the County. 
He led the CSD Board through several major projects 
during his tenure as Board President starting in 2017. 
Thank you, Jim, for all your hard work!

Our CSD team is extremely thankful for the moisture 
that has come through over this winter season. It has 
brought its challenges to all of us with keeping the snow 
clear and accessible to the areas that are necessary to 
operate the water and wastewater systems, but we have 
been successful in keeping things running smoothly. 
There have been a few instances of frozen and broken 
pipes, so just as a reminder, if you would like us to turn 
off your water while you’re away, we can do that and 
then have it on for you upon return. Contact our office, 
or me directly, and we will work with you on that. 

We are currently working on an external rate study 
coupled with an asset analysis study in order to 
determine a fair pricing structure, and the soundness of 
our infrastructure. It should be complete by the spring 
season. We conducted an acoustic emissions inspection 
on both the water and waste-water systems which 
showed a tight system on both sides. 

There was some work that was done on Well 9 off of 
Fox Sparrow, and we are now able to use this well to run 
water whenever needed in addition to other wells. It is 
nice to have a reliable redundancy that we can count 
on. Our backup generators for the water district are 
set up specifically for this well and the booster station 
on Grizzly Ranch Road, which provides greater peace-
of-mind knowing that we can operate in power-outage 
situations. Water treatment and distribution have been 
in compliance with state and county requirements and 
the CCR’s (Consumer Confidence Report) is available 
on our website. 

Our wastewater recycling plant (Ax-Max) continues to 
pay dividends, as we don’t need to have as many solids 
hauled out. The system has performed well, even during 
the cold months. We will continue to replace the dated 
grinder pumps with the newer more cost-effective 
septic tank effluent pumps, STEP tanks, when the 
ground is dried out. 

Summer will be here soon, and I encourage all residents 
before turning on the irrigation systems to look at the 
lines, nozzles, and application of water to maximize the 
use of this resource. 

There is helpful information on the CSD website at 
grizzlyranchcsd.com. If you are not able to find what 
you’re looking for, please reach out to the office located 
in the Grizzly Ranch Information Center. 

4456 Grizzly Ranch Road 
530-832-4716 

Office hours: 
Monday through Thursday 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

In the case of a water or sewer emergency, please call 
me at 918-728-4776.  

My usual work schedule has me on the property Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m., and I can be 
reached during those hours by calling the office phone 
number and leaving a message.
 
On behalf of the Grizzly Ranch Community Services 
District Team, I would like to thank you for the 
opportunity to serve this wonderful community and we 
promise everyone that we will continue our efforts to 
provide safe and dependable water and sewer service to 
the community.
 

Larry Smith
General Manager 
Grizzly Ranch Community Services District
4456 Grizzly Road
Portola, Ca 96122
918-728-4776

gmsmithgrcsd@gmail.com
grizzlyranchcsd.com
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Design Review Committee 

Conservancy Update
By Donna Lindquist

The Grizzly Ranch Conservancy is excited about some 
new projects we plan to start after the thaw! One of the 
projects is a geocache activity, using map coordinates to 
find hidden treasures. Since our geocache is located on 
private property, it will be conducted a little differently 
than what geocache aficionados are used to. Instructions 
will be available at the trailhead of the Big Grizzly Creek 
trail and on our website, GrizzlyRanchConservancy.com. 

The Big Grizzly Creek trail will have a map of the trail 
and information on the natural resources that the area 
supports. We are also planning sensory games to enhance 
your experience walking the trail and identifying plants 
along the trail.

The Conservancy is working on preliminary plans for 
a multi-use platform by the creek for yoga and other 

uses, as well as a labyrinth, which is a single path 
winding from the outer edge in a circuitous way to 
the center. Labyrinths are used as a way to calm 
anxieties, enhance creativity, encourage meditation, 
and reduce stress.

The Conservancy Board encourages input from 
Grizzly Ranch owners on new projects on the Big 
Grizzly Creek property. Your participation and new 
ideas are welcome. Contact Executive Director 
Donna Lindquist at donnal@psln.com if you would 
like to be more involved. 
 

By Stephen Tange
Design Review Committee

With the epic 2022/2023 winter winding down in 
April, building activity in Grizzly Ranch is beginning 
to come to life. Currently, we have four active 
applications and two homes in the build process. 
Another four sets of building plans have been approved 
and are projected to start in the spring. Several 
remodel discussions are progressing as well. 

Homesite sales and interest in buildable sites are 
increasing. Several factors are contributing to the 
surge. 1.) Prices for some of the most desirable view 
lots remain remarkably low. 2.) Quality buildable 
inventory in other locations is low. 3.) Recent changes 
to the Grizzly Ranch Design Review Guidelines have 
made the process simpler and user friendly. 4.) Builder 
interest in Grizzly Ranch. 5.) Golf course popularity 
and recognition are on the rise, etc.

Challenges throughout the building industry are present 
at Grizzly Ranch as well, for example, increasing cost 
of building materials along with a limited availability of 
licensed contractors and subs; however, quality homesite 
prices in Grizzly Ranch are mitigating a few of the 
challenges. In addition, some high-end modular home plans 
are in discussion. What’s interesting is that quality builders 
are looking for lots in Grizzly Ranch. 

I contacted our Grizzly Ranch resident realtors for their 
input, and not surprisingly heard that the community’s 
privacy, golf course, and overall vibe are top attractions 
for lot and home prospects, “lookie loos”, and builders. In 
addition, the close proximity to Lake Davis recreational 
area, state of the art pool, workout center, Lake House, 
forty-minute drive to Truckee and Reno all added to the 
appeal of the community. 

All in all, this a pretty exciting time at Grizzly Ranch! 
Please contact me with any questions at  925-719-3030.

http://GrizzlyRanchConservancy.com
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Landscaping Tips
By DeAnn Baker 

Ready for spring at Grizzly Ranch? Your Landscaping Committee sure is! It sure feels like a very long winter, but it is 
finally time to revisit our landscaping goals and get out our gardening to-do lists! With an assist from Better Homes 
& Gardens, here are a few gardening tips once the ice and snow has melted and warmer weather arrives:

Early Spring
· Clean the flowerbeds by removing dead leaves, trimming grass clumps, and cutting back last year’s dried foliage.
· Divide any perennials you have before spring growth begins.
· Add fresh mulch to help the soil retain moisture and keep down weeds.
· Prune trees and shrubs before they push out new growth.

Mid-Spring
· Plant new perennials and cold-hardy annuals to get them settled and establish new roots before the hot       
  summer hits.  Annuals, like pansies or snapdragons, add great cool-season color.  
· Plant new trees and shrubs as soon as the ground is no longer frozen to get those roots ready for 
  the summer heat.
· More mulch….

Late Spring
· Clean up spring flowers that have bloomed and deadhead flowering bulbs. Removing spent blooms from spring-    
  flowering bulbs encourages the plant to store energy for next year rather than expend it to make seeds.
· Remove foliage when it is yellow or dried up.
· Time for summer annuals and warm-season vegetables if you are so inclined.

Also, on the checklist is testing your irrigation to ensure it survived this harsh winter with no broken pipes or valves.   

We hope this is helpful and creates some excitement about spring and the beautiful and natural wildflower bloom just 
around the corner for Grizzly Ranch and the High Sierra.



Winter Recap
By Kathy Roberts

Did you feel snowed in this winter in Grizzly Ranch? Maybe 
because we had about 41 snow days from November 2022 to 
April 2023 and accumulated over 18 feet of snow. Imagine…
there were some days when even the ski resorts couldn’t open 
due to too much snow! We were fortunate that the Grizzly Ranch 
community didn’t lose power from Plumas -Sierra Rural Electric 
Cooperative (PSREC) the entire winter. 

The snow created a winter wonderland here. When you weren’t 
snow blowing or shoveling, there were lots of opportunities for 
winter fun! Thanks to the golf club staff for letting us snowshoe 
and sled on the cart paths and driving range! The card group 
continued playing Hand and Foot on Wednesdays, and the new 
Book Club met once a month for interesting discussions on 
books that were read covering a wide range of genres. Before the 
holidays, residents attended a holiday party & cookie exchange, 
volunteers contributed gifts to the Senior Center in Portola.

Real Estate 
By Blaine Smith and Amber Donnelly, Century 21 

As the spring months are approaching, the CENTURY 21 
agents are excited to see what’s next for real estate at Grizzly 
Ranch. Agents will be in the office Monday through Friday 
and on the weekends working around showings and listing 
appointments. As most of you know, the spring and summer months are the busiest here at Grizzly Ranch. With 
that being said, the real estate market has held mostly steady for the past few months. We are experiencing limited 
inventory on the market which allows home prices to remain somewhat strong. There are other factors about 
uncertainty and rising rates that may have had some negative affect. For Grizzly Ranch, time will tell as to how real 
estate will unfold for the busier months ahead. Per the MLS there are currently 34 lots and 1 house for sale within 
the Grizzly Ranch community. We expect real estate traffic to pick up in the spring and summer months.

Follow Amber on social media sites, as she does monthly raffles, posts numerous videos, and consistently engages 
with the public. Amber also has a Facebook group for homeowners to join showing weather updates and new listings 
as well as area events.

For home and lot listings, please see the Real Estate page on the Grizzly Ranch Living Website.

See Amber’s Facebook page and Sierra Plumas Community Events Facebook page for local happenings.

Visiting the Information Center in Spring and Summer is much easier than in Winter!

http://www.grizzlyranchliving.com/information-center
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Senior Gift Program Update 
By Lynn Desjardin

Infused with the holiday spirit and sparked by their innate generosity, many Grizzly residents pooled their resources and 
provided some “Secret Santa Christmas cheer” to the seniors who attend lunches at the Senior Nutrition Center here 
in Portola.

We assembled two large gift packages for each of 12 attendees, three staff (two of whom are single parents with small 
children), and the manager. We had blankets, food, warm winter wear, gift certificates for the food co-op, chocolates, and 
lots and lots of fun goodies and treats.

The seniors were elated! The manager reported that the most frequently asked question was, “who would do such a nice 
thing for us?!”

So a big “thank you” to all of you who participated in this very welcome and appreciated Christmas/Holiday project.

While we are all inclined to celebrate the gift of giving at the holidays, in a small community like Portola, low income 
seniors in particular are hard hit by difficult economic times. Many have no local family or friends to help them.

As an example, Eastern Plumas Healthcare sent out a newsletter near the holidays noting that the hospital’s convalescent 
home had several patients who needed basic 
essentials like slippers, or a robe, or other 
everyday items.

So is there more we can do to support our 
senior community? 

The 2022 Christmas project was a group effort 
that required coordination. Not everything 
needs to be on that scale.

Perhaps individually you may be interested in 
supplying a monthly birthday cake, or visiting 
with your pet, or if you play an instrument, 
perhaps a couple hours of music at 
either location.

If I can be of any help in arranging any activity, 
please let me know.

Thank you, again, for your support for the 
Christmas project. It was a huge success!



Winter Blunder
By Kathleen Schonder

In the garage and ready to go. Car starts moves five feet stops.  
After several tries, we call triple A. I say, “Not to worry we still 
have another car until this one gets fixed.” Of course, it would 
happen at the beginning of a 3-day holiday  weekend!!!  No 
news for some days! Once the car is finally looked at, the car 
dealership advises a diagnose of rodent damage and it will take 
weeks to get the parts!    

Varmints seem to find ways into your garage, after all they 
need to stay warm too and they’re mighty hungry considering 
trying to forage for food with all the snow!! Since some of 
the electrical wiring in autos is now made from soy products 
these visitors find it really yummy to chew on car wiring!  
Immediately we get the exterminators out and they advise this 
is not an uncommon occurrence! THEN...

Two days later our second car had to be towed as it barely made 
it home from an appointment. After almost three weeks our 
second car had not even been looked at with the explanation 
that it fell through the cracks and can only be put in a queue 
with some 300 cars in for repair!!!!! We can only surmise it is 
most likely Rodent damage!! 

So as a precaution make sure all your crawl spaces are secure 
and any compromised areas of your walls/foundation are 
plugged to avoid any rodents from entering. Check with your 
pest control folks regarding deterrents to avoid this happening 
as it is one pricey and inconvenient set of circumstances!! We 
were told that in some cases where a car has been sitting for a 
while the rodents will build a nest in the engine compartment 
creating several thousands of dollar’s worth of damage. 
Who Knew!!!? 

In the interest of keeping this short just know there is far 
more to this story and the saga continues. May this provide 
a cautionary tale to prevent this from happening to you! So 
ready to enjoy the serenity of Grizzly Ranch but transportation 
may be an issue! Update on second car, finally diagnosed with 
an estimate of repair at $3,470!
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